Infanticidal behaviour by adult males has been documented in a variety of animals including several primate species (reviewed by Hrdy 1979). Although non-adaptive explanations for this behaviour have been posited ranging from accidental or stress-induced causes to social pathology (Dolhinow 1977; Curtin & Dolhinow 1978) , occurrences of infanticide among adult male primates have been most widely attributed to behaviour developed through the process of sexual selection (Hrdy 1979) . This model posits competition among males for reproductive success. The model predicts that (1) individuals will attack offspring unlikely to be their own and (2) the removal of the offspring will increase the male's breeding possibilities by decreasing the duration until the next ovulation of the mother of the killed infant (Hrdy 1979) .
Infanticide has been most commonly reported when a new male takes over the group in one male breeding groups (e.g. Butynski 1982), although infanticide has been associated with other social situations such as a group merger in captive sooty mangabeys, Cercocebus torquatus atys (Bernstein 1971) . However, infanticide in multimale groups has also been reported (Papio sp.: Busse & Hamilton 1981; Collins et al. 1984) , most typically when a new male immigrates into the group and could not have sired the infants. In the case of captive multimale groups, infanticide has occurred when a male rises to the alpha position. This kind of case has been reported for sooty mangabeys, where the two highest ranking males reversed dominance positions just 3 months before the first attacks were noted (Busse & Gordon 1983) . Unlike in the case of attacks on infants in baboons, cited above, the captive sooty mangabey had been a life-long member of the group.
This note reports on an alpha male sooty mangabey who evidently attacked his own offspring 6 days following his return to the group after an absence of 3 months. The study group was housed in a 15 15-m outdoor compound with an attached indoor area and consisted of 18 animals: two adult males, seven adult females, three juvenile females, two juvenile males and four infants (two male and two female). To facilitate the introduction of three juvenile mangabeys to the group, the adult males were removed and placed in a separate facility. The introduction went well, and after 3 months they were returned to the group; no serious aggression to the three new juveniles or to other group members was observed. At the time of the return, the group included four infants, three born 3, 4 and 7 weeks before the removal of the males and one born 11 days after their removal. Six days following the return of the males, the youngest infant (3 months old) was noted to have a deep 3-cm slash on the top of her head. No other wounds were evident, and the infant was alert and responsive. The infant and her mother were removed immediately to treat the wound. Because we did not observe the incident, we could not definitively attribute the aggressive act to the alpha male; however, a wound of this nature has never been observed in the mangabeys except in association with a male attack on an infant (Busse & Gordon 1983) . When the infant's wound had healed (after 6 weeks), we determined that returning the mother and infant directly to the group posed an unacceptably high risk to them. Thus, we chose to assess the behaviour of the male under controlled conditions. A
